Two totally umum-ul un'llmlnginﬁ ol

the destiny and virtue of man have
come together i the modern world,
breeding misapprehension and sus-
picion. They sprang from a single
root, and the place where they divided
is the same place from which all the
high civilizations of the world derived
—Sumer in the fourth or third millen-
nium B.C. Westward of Iran the
myths tell of the knowledge of good
and evil: to the east they dwell only
on the fruit of eternal life. This dicho-
tomy splits the world at a level far
below rational thought. Can it be
tranzcended? There is a myth that
says it can, that the two limbs of the
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Tree come together in the centre of

the Garden.

In the first volume of his compre-
hensive study of man’s myths, primi-
TIVE MYTHOLOGY, Joseph Campbell
dealt brilliantly with the primitive
root, before the division came about.
Clyde Kluckhohn spoke with “admir-
ing amazement” of “the strength and
sweep of the author’s synthesis™. In
this second wvolume he traces the
rastern half of the divided history.

As the dark rituals of primitive
man were transformed into myth and
legend and spread outward to Fgvpt,
to India, to China, Tibet and Japan
the unmistakable basic pattern under-
went a thousand changes as it was
assimilated to the style and tempera-
ment of nation after nation. thus
providing the glittering treasures of
Oriental literature. It is with both the
meaning ol the basic pattern and the
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delights ot the treasury—the stories
themselves—that Joseph Campbell is
here concerned. The doctrine of eter-
nal recurrence as expressed in the
Egyptian Secret of the Two Partners.
the Void of Mahayana Buddhism,
Mutual Arising and the Flower
Wreath, the Taoist teaching of Yang
and Yin, Chinese Communist- “inter-
permeation”’ and the Tantric lore of
the presence within each being of all
the dogs and demons of all the storied
heavens and hells—this great theme
of Oriental thought is explored with
all the latest insights of Occidental
science.

JOSEPH CAMPBELL was born in
New York in 1904 and educated at
Columbia University, and the uni-
versities of Paris and Munich. Since
1934 he has been a member of the
literature faculty at Sarah Lawrence
College, Bronxville. His interest in
mythology dates from his bovhood.
for his first article, “*Myths of the
American Indian™, was published when
he was fifteen. This has been followed
by a formidable list of books of
literary criticism as well as mytho-
logical interest which have appeared
on both sides of the Atlantie. He 1s
married to Jean Erdman, the choreog-
rapher and dancer.







